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The role of the environmental dimension in the master plans and land use plans

Case Study: Urbanism Tools of the Commune of Bir El Ater. Algeria
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The research falls within the framework of the growing interest in protecting the environment and the
urgent need to achieve sustainable development, and deals with the study and analysis of the problem of
environmental protection in Algeria from the perspective of analyzing the role of the urban planning
system and showing its contribution to this topic, in this context the research focuses on studying the
urbanism tools in Algeria as a model for assessing the role and relationship of urban planning to
environmental protection. It aims to draw perceptions aimed at evaluating the path of urban planning in
a way that ensures the integration of the environmental dimension in addressing the various problems
presented, especially within urban space.

The research was prepared according to an analytical approach to the theoretical side, which dealt with
the issue of environmental protection in its international and local dimension and delving into the
urbanism mechanisms and tools applied in Algeria. On the field side, the research was conducted to study
the case of the city of Bir EI-Ater by analyzing and revealing the role of master plans and land use plans
in protecting the environment.

The research concluded that the theoretical concept of environmental protection differs from the applied
legislative and planning framework, The study found the limited role of the master plan in protecting the
environment, and it was limited to setting some regulations and guidelines related to the safety of the
population, The research also showed a marked lack of preparation of land use plans and directing studies
for urban expansion and urban planning. In light of these results, some recommendations were made to
support the legislative side in a manner that ensures acceptable levels of environmental protection and to
devise appropriate mechanisms for that.
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